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FORHANN A MEVIRA_ DY

The FOURTH ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY TOUR started on Friday morning, May 22 at Hardee's for
breakfast. Eleven of us left at 7:30 with hopes for good weather and safety for the next four days. We picked
up Yank and Vi along the way and later we met the Grahams (on their new Harley) making us a good gt
15.

After a good day'’s travel we arrived at our Motel in Cornelia, Georgia where our
rooms were ready for us and we took a short break before walking across the high-
way for the reward of a delicious steak dinner at the Longhorn Steakhouse.

On Saturday we found new roads to ride some with great twisties and long
sweeping curves. Our destination was The Dillard House. Our shirts for the tour this
year were black with ‘FOURTH ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY TOUR” in white
letters. We really made quite a statement dressed alike when we walked into the res-
taurant. The Dillard House is the most fun food experience and it was worth the trip
just to indulge ourselves with the good country style cooking. Danny made the re-
mark, “There ain’t no bad roads in Georgia’. We enjoyed roads that some of us had
not ridden and it was pure joy. We dodged rain all day and thought we had made it when 9 miles from our
motel we saw the dreaded black wall. We knew would need to put on rain gear but before we could stop we
GOT WET. By the time we found shelter to suit up the rain stopped.

Sunday was foggy with threat of rain but we had plans — we went to Cooper-Vogel State Park and to
Brasstown Bald State Park where the highest peak in Georgia was so shrouded in fog and we could not see
it...but we were there.

After alunch break in Helen, we rode more perfect roads to visit Tallulah Gorge. That was a reallly
big hole. Some of our “experienced” hikers took all 600 steps (uphill both ways) for a closer look at the gorge
while the rest of us enjoyed a break to have a little rest.

On our way back to the motel we stopped in some small town for ice cream. While we were there, a
local motorcycle police officer, Sgt. Estes came to investigate possible motorcycle gang activity. He was a
friendly guy and we had a few laughs. He followed us outside and told us about his 1300 VTX Police Bik
Noticing the taser on his belt, Danny asked if he could demonstrate the taser on Roy who respectfully d
the suggestion and Sgt. Estes said he couldn’t oblige because he only had one cartridge left and they cc

We left in misty rain on Monday morning starting for home. The day mostly cleared up and we had a
really good ride thinking we were the luckiest 15 people after missing rain all weekend that seemed to be eve-
rywhere except where we were until........ we got to Tuscaloosa and the sky opened up and dumped bu
rain on us. Like Paul said, “It was like jumping in the bathtub”.

We made it home happy and considered the FOURTH ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY TOUR one o
the best trips we have taken. We got wet going home but we didn’t care because we had enjoyed fun, fr
ship and safety. We got home safely and we are looking forward to next year. Danny is already thinking
new mountains to explore.



