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Bama Wings 
Chapter AL-J 

Tuscaloosa Alabama 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

Southeast Region ñAò 
J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 0  

 CHAPTER J STAFF 
 

Roy & Diane Beal l 
Ch a pt e r  D i re c t or s 

20 5- 3 45- 8 06 2 
 

Greg & Sally Murphy  
Ass t  Ch a pt e r  D i re c t or 

Ne ws le t t e r  E d i t o r s 
20 5- 3 91- 9 49 3 

 

Bil l  & Terry Raymond  
Ass t  Ch a pt e r  D i re c t or s 

M e m be rs h i p  E n h a n ce me nt 
Co o r d i n at o rs 

20 5- 5 53- 6 54 6 
 

Danny Mul lenix  
Ri de r  E d u c at o r 

20 5- 3 64- 6 20 3 
 

Larry & Diane Lewis  
Se cr e t a r y  /T re a s u re rs 

20 5- 3 45- 1 16 1 
 

Paul & Carolyn Rhinehart  
Ri de  C oo r d i n at o rs 

20 5- 6 57- 3 92 5 
 

Sherry Rose 
Pu bl i c  Re l at i o n s 

20 5- 3 71- 6 33 4 
 

Lehman & Kaye Jaggers 
Eldridge Childrenôs Home 

Co o r d i n at o rs 
 

Roger & Helen Lucas 

Couple of  the Year 

2010 
Ch a pl a i ns 

20 5- 3 33- 0 03 8 
 

Johnny & Jean Koont z 
Spe c i a l  E ve nt s  C oo r d i n at o r s 

20 5- 3 39- 5 78 1 
 

James & Jeri  Dunkin 
Spe c i a l  E ve nt  C o o rd i n at o rs 

20 5- 3 30- 1 08 3 

 

Larry & Debra Hughen  
Sheriff  Boyôs Ranch Coordinator 

205-371-2910 

Chapter J Traditions 

Johnny & Jean Koontz 

Baxter & Wanda Pate 

Roy & Diane Beall 

Van & Peggy Kelly 

Larry & Pat Davis (X2) 

JR & Betty MaHarrey 

Dwight & Judy Kizziah 

Dewey & CJ Williams 

    

Chapter Selects New Couple of the Year 
 

 

At our Christmas Party on December 6th, Roy Beall 

announced our Couple of the Year for 2010. They are 

none other than Roger and Helen Lucas. They joined 

The Gold Wing Road Riderôs Association in 2004. 

They have served as out Rider Educators and is cur-

rently serving as our Chaplains. Roger is well known 

in the Alabama and Mississippi Districts for his com-

edy act he produced at their rallies.  

 

Just one Question: Has Roger converted to an Auburn 

Fan? I donôt know but it has been reported that he rode all 

the way back from Eldridge on December 5th with  an AU 

sticker on the back of his Gold Wing Trike. 

 

Congratulations Roger and Helen!!! 

 

Director Corner 
 

This is the season to give thanks and to give to 

others. 

 

Chapter J and fellow bikers showed great sup-

port by participating in the Eldridge Childrenôs ride this 

year. The Chapter provided a really good Christmas for April. She was very happy and 

thanked everyone for her gifts. 

 

 It is always a blessing to join together and spend time 

with our friends. Everyone had a jolly good time at the Chap-

ter Christmas Party. As always, the food was great and plenty 

to go around. Mr. Jerry Pike, President/CEO of Eaglesô Wings 

joined us to receive our donation. On behalf of Eaglesô 

Wings, he thanked our Chapter for such a generous donation 

 Next Chapter Meeting 

January 8, 2010 

Front Porch Restaurant  

6:00 to eat 

7:00 to meet 

http://www.alabama-gwrra.org/
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 Donôt miss the annual New Yearôs Day ride to Ezell's. We will leave at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, Jan 1st, 

from the Winn Dixie parking lot on 69 South. This is a great ride to start 2010 off right. In the past, we have 

seen 200+ participate on this ride. It is held rain or shine. 

 

Our January meeting will be held on the 8th (2nd Friday) due to the holiday. Rides for 2010 will be dis-

cussed at this meeting. Please come. We need your input. Remember, itôs your Chapter and its success de-

pends on you. 

 

January 9th is our annual Snowball ride. We will leave RBC Bank at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Please remember our service men and women and law enforcement officers and all others who put 

their lives in jeopardy for our safety. 

 

May the blessings of Christmas be with you throughout the coming year. 

 

Roy and Diane 

Chapter J 
 

Event Tracker 
 

  

Another year has passed. Sally and I hope all will have a happy and prosperous new year. We have a hard 

time believing that we have been members of the Gold wing Riders Association for five years. Man! How 

time flies when one is with good company.  

 

In December, we once again participated in the Eldridge Toy Run. This year we left the Northport Civic Cen-

ter and rode directly to Eldridge. Kaye Jaggers went up earlier in the day. She reported that it look like a win-

ter wander land up there because it had snowed the night before. The snow had melted by the time we got 

there though. April seemed to be real pleased with her gifts this year. The ride raised over forty thousand dol-

lars. Thanks to all who participated. 

 

At our Christmas Party this year, Dirty Santa was played by Roger Lucas and Roy Beall. While most were 

pleased with what they ended up with some were not. But that is why it is called Dirty Santa. The food was 

great as was the company we kept. Roy presented Jerry Pike, the director of Eagleôs Wings, a check for two 

thousand dollars and Roger and Helen Lucas were announced as the Chapter J 2010 Couple of the year.  

 

Donôt forget the New Years Day Ride to Ezellôs Fish Camp on the first and the Snowball Run on the ninth of 

January. Our monthly meeting will be on January 8th. 

 

Tell then ride Safe and have fun. 

 

Come ride with us 

Greg and Sally Murphy 

Assistant Chapter Directors  
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THE SAFETY SPOT 

 
TOPIC:  Why Should I Take a Rider Course? 

 

    This question is one that many of us find easy to answer. What we may not understand is why anyone 

would need to ask it. There are some riders in each of our chapters that choose not to participate in an in-

structed Rider Course. Letôs examine this and try to understand why, and look at what a Rider Course can do 

for you.  

    Some may say, ñIôve been riding for years. I donôt need to take a class.ò Others will boast about the miles 

they have accumulated on two wheels and ask ñwhat can they teach me?ò Have you ever tried to persuade 

someone with that attitude that a Rider Course might help them be an even better rider? Their position can be 

so negative and so strongly put that you donôt want to talk to them about the benefits of rider training. Some-

times, people hide their self doubt behind a curtain of confidence and bluster. Is it possible to have all the 

knowledge and skill necessary to avoid any accident? Well, if one chooses not to ride very far or very often, 

then perhaps it is possible. But I wouldnôt want to bet my life on it!  

    Do you remember a single season in your riding career without at least one close call or near miss due to 

another motoristôs driving behavior? How about a single month? If you ride around the state or across the 

country, you expose yourself to many different situations that require anticipation of all the possible actions of 

other drivers. You have to be prepared to counter with the proper response ï whatever their action ï and do it 

in a split second! A motorcycle Rider Course helps prepare you mentally and physically to execute the kinds 

of maneuvers called for by a driverôs unexpected actions. We look upon these classes as an opportunity to 

learn and improve our riding skills in a safe environment.  

    The instructors are trained to spot the little techniques during range exercises that riders tend to forget to 

employ on the road. They provide reminders to all students in a positive manner. Their trained eyes and con-

structive comments are geared to put each of us on the path to being the safest riders we can be. This can help 

with your attitude and performance on the road. Being reminded of the best techniques to execute different 

skills does not hurt at all. It is painless. The practice and coaching helps to improve our skills, whether we 

never knew the technique to use, or just need the occasional reminder. Hey, who doesnôt appreciate a re-

minder from time to time? Especially when it is about something you want to do correctly and safely, but may 

have just forgotten the best method.  

    In athletic training we are taught that practice makes perfect. And when you practice something you enjoy 

doing, itôs just a lot of fun! Practicing motorcycle riding maneuvers in a closed parking lot with someone else 

(the instructors) monitoring the range to protect the riders from outside hazards helps you focus your attention 

on the task at hand ï becoming a better rider!  

    On another level, taking a Rider Course will help you qualify for advancement in the Rider Education Lev-

els Program, to Level II or above, or keep you current in your present level. And there is one more thing to 

remember about all GWRRA Rider Course offerings. Nobody fails! Everyone who completes the course re-

ceives a course completion card. There are no minimum performance requirements. You are asked to push 

yourself to improve your abilities. You wonôt get better at it if you donôt try. Sign up for a Rider Course to-

day. You will thank yourself later! 

 

Written by, 

Bruce & Melissa Thayer 

Former MI Asst. District Rider Educators 

 

RIDE SAFE, SEE YOU OUT THERE 

Danny Mullenix, Chapter Educator 
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Alabama District Directors 
 

 I have just got use to 2009 and it is on its way out fast (probably gone when you get this, see 

how fast that was). We hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year 

that they got to share with family and friends. 

 

We attended the Region A staff meeting at Lake Point State Park in Eufaula and for those who 

have not been there in awhile they have done a wonderful job renovating all the facilities. We 

had a great time and great food. I know that no one will believe we ate way to much but we 

did, honest. 

 

We had the District Staff Call and it turned out really good, all of us are working toward 

Snowball 9 January at the Doster Center in Prattville and the AL District Rally 1-3 April at the 

Huntsville Marriot at the Space and Rocket Center. We are looking forward to seeing every-

one and having a really good time. The staff from the Marriot came to Pelham just to see who 

we really are. They had a good time with us and I am sure we will have a good time with 

them. 

 

Please remember that the Couple of the Year selection will be at Snowball again and we have 

3 great couples, I am glad I do not have to judge this one. Please come to Snowball early 

(9:00) and show them that Alabama GWRRA is supporting them all. 

 

This time of the year it normally becomes real clear to me how wonderful this land we live in 

really is. Please take the time to look at all the decorations and lights and be thankful we live 

in a country that allows us to show our feelings. God Bless all of you and may we meet again 

in 2010. 

 

Please remember that Freedom isnôt Free and remember our folks who are in Harmôs Way, be 

they Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen. 

 

The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are probably thinking the same thing. 

 

Please ride Safe and Often, 

Roy and Anita Fosnight 

AL District Directors 
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Alabama District Staff 

 

Roy & Anita Fosnight 

District  Directors 

 

Robert & Gail Brown  

Asst District Directors 

(Central) 

 

Ron & Corky Alexander 

Asst District Directors 

(South) 

 

Steven & Tammy 

Hollingsworth  

District Couple of 

The Year 

 

Jim & Carol Robinson 

District Educators 

 

Frank & Linda Teasley 

District Trainers 

 
Terry& Barbie Cleveland  

Motorcycle Awareness 

Directors 

________________ 

 

Region ñAò Staff 

 

Bob & Nancy Shrader 

Region Directors 

 

Ed Porter 

Asst Region Director 

 

Jim & Sue Jackson 

Asst Region Director 

 

Chuck & Ann Reed 

Region Educators 

 

Dave & Sharon Aikens 

Region Trainers 

 

Ray & Cindy Erickson 

Region Motorcycle 

Awareness 

 

 

Alabama Assistant District Director 
    

 I hope that everyone had a safe and happy holiday season. We had 

several Christmas parties to attend and like some, I ate too much. 

Have to start my diet this month. RIGHT. 

 

We begin the year with Snowball on January 9th at the Doster Com-

munity Center in Prattville.  Everything will be at one location this 

year. Plenty of parking and this should be a good location. The ad-

dress is 424 So. Northington St. Prattville , Al. Looking forward to 

seeing everyone. 

 

Alabama ñITò will be going to a new home at Snowball. We would 

like to thank all the chapters that participated. The scrapbook and all 

the clothes and pictures is a good indication that we all still have a lit-

tle child in us. The chapters that placed their hanger bars on ñITò will 

be placed in a hat and the chapter drawn will take ñITò home. All the 

clothes, suitcase and photo album is included. Take ñITò back to your 

and enjoy. We would like to see ñITò continue traveling and having a 

good time with Alabama GWRRA. 

 

We will also be starting the travels of the new 2010 ñITò  Chapters 

make sure you let us know if you want your chapter in the Drawing to 

get ñITò  Chapters that did not get a chance to visit with the 2009 ñITò 

will have the first chance to take 2010 IT home. 

 

Please come and support the couples participating in the Couple of the 

Year Selection process.  If you have never been to a Couple of the 

Year Program.. you have missed out.  So donôt miss this one. 

 

We would like to say thanks to all the Chapter Directors and their staff 

for all that do. If we can help you in any way please let us know. See 

you all at Snowball. 

Everyone Please have a Safe and Happy New Year !  

 

Robert & Gail Brown 

Assistant District Directors ï Central 
ñThe more you know the Better it gets.ò 
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A LITTLE THIS AND THAT 

While walking down the street one day a US senator is tragically hit by a truck and 
dies. His soul arrives in heaven and is met by St. Peter at the entrance. óWelcome 

to heaven,' says St. Peter. 'Before you settle in, it seems there is a problem. We sel-

dom see a high official around these parts, you see, so we're not sure what to do 
with you. óNo problem, just let me in,' says the man. óWell, I'd like to, but I have 

orders from higher up. What we'll do is have you spend one day in hell and one in 

heaven. Then you can choose where to spend eternity. óReally, I've made up my 
mind. I want to be in heaven,' says the senator. óIôm sorry, but we have our rules. 

óAnd with that, St. Peter escorts him to the elevator and he goes down, down, 

down to hell. The doors open and he finds himself in the middle of a green golf 
course. In the distance is a clubhouse and standing in front of it are all his friends 

and other politicians who had worked with him. Everyone is very happy and in 

evening dress. They run to greet him, shake his hand, and reminisce about the good 
times they had while getting rich at the expense of the people. They play a friendly 

game of golf and then dine on lobster, caviar and champagne. Also present is the 

devil, who really is a very friendly & nice guy who has a good time dancing and 
telling jokes. They are having such a good time that before he realizes it, it is time 

to go. Everyone gives him a hearty farewell and waves while the elevator 

raises...The elevator goes up, up, up and the door reopens on heaven where St. Pe-
ter is waiting for him. óNow it's time to visit heaven. óSo, 24 hours pass with the 

senator joining a group of contented souls moving from cloud to cloud, playing the 

harp and singing. They have a good time and, before he realizes it, the 24 hours 
have gone by and St. Peter returns. óWell, then, you've spent a day in hell and an-

other in heaven. Now choose your eternity. óThe senator reflects for a minute, then 

he answers: 'Well, I would never have said it before, I mean heaven has been de-
lightful, but I think I would be better off in hell. óSo St. Peter escorts him to the 

elevator and he goes down, down, down to hell. Now the doors of the elevator 
open and he's in the middle of a barren land covered with waste and garbage. He 

sees all his friends, dressed in rags, picking up the trash and putting it in bags as 

more trash falls from above. The devil comes over to him and puts his arm around 
his shoulder. 'I don't understand,' stammers the senator. 'Yesterday I was here and 

there was a golf course and clubhouse, and we ate lobster and caviar, drank cham-

pagne, and danced and had a great time. Now there's just a wasteland full of gar-
bage and my friends look miserable. What happened? óThe devil looks at him, 

smiles and says, 'Yesterday we were campaigning....Today you voted.' 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1New Yearôs 
Day Ride 

Winn Dixie 69s 

9:00 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8  
Chapter J Meet-

ing-Front Porch 

Restaurant ï

6:00 to eatï 7:00 

to meet 

9 Snowball 

Run 

RBC Bank 9:00 

10 
Larry Davis          

11 12 
Anne Coats          

13 
Jean Koontz         

14 15 16 

17 
Johnny Koontz     

18 19 20 21 22 
Patricia Sellers     

23 

24 
Lehman Jaggers  

25 26 27 
Roger Lucas         

28 
Debra Hugen       

29 30 

31       

January 2010 
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Bama Wings 

P. O. Box 681 

Moundville Alabama 35474 

«Title» 

«First Name» «Last Name» 

«Company Name» 

«Address Line 1» 
«Address Line 2» 

«City» «State» «ZIP Code» 

Special Edition: Remembering ñWORMò  


