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Bama Wings 
Chapter AL-J 

Tuscaloosa Alabama 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

Southeast Region ñAò 
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 0  

 CHAPTER J STAFF 
 

Ro y &  D ia ne  B e a l l 

Ch a pt e r  D i re c t or s 

20 5- 3 45- 8 06 2 
 

G re g  &  Sa l l y  M u r ph y  

Ass t  Ch a pt e r  D i re c t or 

Ne ws le t t e r  E d i t o r s 
20 5- 3 91- 9 49 3 

 
B i l l  &  Te r ry  R a ym on d  

Ass t  Ch a pt e r  D i re c t or s 

M e m be rs h i p  E n h a n ce me nt 
Co o r d i n at o rs 

20 5- 5 53- 6 54 6 
 

Dan ny  M u l l e n i x  

Ri de r  E d u c at o r 

20 5- 3 64- 6 20 3 
 

La r r y  &  D i ane  Le wi s  
Se cr e t a r y  /T re a s u re rs 

20 5- 3 45- 1 16 1 
 

P au l  &  C a r o l yn  Rh i ne h a rt  

Ri de  C oo r d i n at o rs 

20 5- 6 57- 3 92 5 
 

She r r y  Ro se 

Pu bl i c  Re l at i o n s 

20 5- 3 71- 6 33 4 
 

Le h ma n &  K ay e  J ag g e r s 

Eldridge Childrenôs Home 

Co o r d i n at o rs 
 

Rog e r &  H e le n  Lu c a s 

Cou p le  o f  t he  Ye a r 

2 0 1 0 

Ch a pl a i ns 
20 5- 3 33- 0 03 8 

 
J ohn ny  &  J e a n  K o on t z 

Spe c i a l  E ve nt s  C oo r d i n at o r s 

20 5- 3 39- 5 78 1 
 

J ame s &  J e r i  Du n ki n  

Spe c i a l  E ve nt  C o o rd i n at o rs 

20 5- 3 30- 1 08 3 
 

La r r y  &  De b r a  H ug he n  

Sheriff  Boyôs Ranch Coordinator 

205-371-2910 

Chapter J Traditions 

Johnny & Jean Koontz 

Baxter & Wanda Pate 

Roy & Diane Beall 

Van & Peggy Kelly 

Larry & Pat Davis (X2) 

JR & Betty MaHarrey 

Dwight & Judy Kizziah 

Dewey & CJ Williams 

 

Director Corner 
 

February is a good time to prepare for the 

2010 riding season. This year, my resolution is to 

be more safety oriented. A safety check of your 

bike is a good start, especially the tires. When you 

are sitting inside and find yourself wanting to do 

something, grab your coat and go out and perform 

a T-clock inspection on your bike. 

Speaking of the 2010 riding season, this 

year we are trying something different in pre-

planning the Chapter rides. At the last meeting we asked for volunteer ride guides. 

Then we asked those in attendance to write down their favorite places to ride or 

suggest a place to try out.  The Chapter staff will coordinate with the ride guide of 

the month to see if they need assistance with pre-planning a ride. Our goal is to 

have as many rides to your suggested places as possible. We may not get to every 

suggestion this riding season, but we will have a great time trying. We give a big 

thank you to the volunteer ride guides.  Donôt miss out; come join us to support 

your Chapter and the volunteer ride guides for 2010. 

Chapter J is excited about Jackie and Patty Ratliff joining our Chapter fam-

ily. Jackie and Patty were introduced to Chapter J by Roger and Helen Lucas. 

They are our volunteer ride guide for August. It was good to see everyone at our 

January meeting. Cindy Myers and Deb Hughen won the 50/25/25; Larry Hughen 

won the Meal Drawing; and Diane won the Door Prize. Jean Koontz and Diane 

Beall will provide the door prizes for February. 

The Chapter selected Eagleôs Wings as our charity for 2010. Eagleôs 

Wings, Inc. is a faith-based organization that was formed in 2005 with the goal of 

developing a program that will serve adults with varying degrees of developmental 

disabilities, including those adults with medically fragile conditions. This is won-

derful organization and we are excited to be a part of their success. 

Remember to register for the 2010 Alabama State Rally that will be held in 

Huntsville, April 1-3 at the Huntsville Marriott. This yearôs theme is Gold Wing 

Odyssey. 

Please remember our Troops and those that work 

in harmôs way. 

Roy and Diane 

Chapter Director 

 Next Chapter Meeting 

February 5, 2010 

Front Porch Restaurant  

6:00 to eat 

7:00 to meet 

http://www.alabama-gwrra.org/
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EVENT TRACKEREVENT TRACKER   
 One can not ask for a better way to start the new year than to be with our Gold Wing Family.  We did just that 
by participating in Chapter Aôs twenty-eighth New Yearôs Day Ride to Ezellôs Fish Camp in Lavaca. We had a good 

number of our locals ride on such a cold day. We even saw some members we have not seen in a while like Benny, 

Don, and Rick. As usual, the food was good as well as the gathering . 

 On January 9th, we attended the district Snowball Run and Officerôs Conference. With the weather bringing 
subfreezing temperatures we road in four wheels.  

 Several events were announced at the meeting. On May 8th the district southern picnic will once again be held 

at Roland Cooper State Park where there is no charge to enter the park. The district northern picnic this year will be 
held  at Joe Wheeler State Park. The Park will Charge a dollar per person but the district will pay for it. All one has to 

do is tell the person at the gate that they are with GWRRA and the park attendant will keep track of the bill.   

 The district horizons is on February 9-10 at the UAB Medical Center West in Bessemer and the chapter leader-
ship skills class being held at the same venue on the 20th. If interested in attending one of these classes contact Frank or 

Linda Teasley at205-424-4717. 

 The District Rally will be held on April 1-3 in Huntsville at the Huntsville Marriott. If you plan on attending, 

now is the time to register. Forms will be at the next meeting or one can register online on the District Web page. 
Classes are offered at the rally. If there is something you would like to see taught, contact Roy Fosnight  at 256-721-

9151. Once again, each chapter is asked to put together a basket to be raffled off at the rally to help the District Couple 

of the Year defer expenses incurred during their travels. Sally will announce collection for this at the next meeting.  
 With winter weather sill lurking during February, some non-ride events have been planed. On the 6th, we will 

have our third annual Dinner and Movie. We will meet at the Cobb Hollywood 16 Cinemas at 4:00, see a movie, and 

then go for dinner at Waltonôs on 69 south. 

 We will have a game night at our house on the 20th at 5:00. We will play cards, board game dominosé..If you 
have a favorite game, feel free to bring it. Spaghetti, salad, and bread sticks will be served. The cost is $10. A sign up 

sheet will be passed around at the meeting or you may RSVP sally at 205-292-6262. We hope to see you there.  

 
 Have a Happy Valentines Day!!!   

   

 Come ride with us 
 Greg and Sally Murphy 

THE SAFETY SPOT 
 We talked about getting CPR and First Aid classes in the past and had trouble finding someone and a place to 
take them. I have talked with Robert and Gail Brown, they will come down to give us those classes. The cost for each of 

us will be $20. 

 What I need to know at the meeting this month is how many of us want these classes. Also we need to be think-

ing of a place to have them. 
 CPR and First Aid is something that we all need, you need one or both to advance your  Rider Levels. 

 

 RIDE SAFE, SEE YOU OUT THERE 
 Danny Mullenix, Chapter Educator 

The custom of predicting future weather conditions based on animals dates back at least a thou-sand years, but using 
the weather on February 2nd to forecast a longer winter is more recent than that.  
It was during the Dark Ages in Europe that this widespread superstition took hold. Peasants and nobles alike noticed a 
strong connection between a bright, sunny, medieval Candlemas Day and long, dreary winter weather extending into 

the next 6 weeks. In Germany, meanwhile, it was the hedge -hog that played a starring role in a similar belief. 
Farmers waited for late winter to watch the hibernating animal to come out of his burrow. If the hedgehog saw his 
shadow on a bright, sunlit day he quickly returned to hibernate...and thus put the official stamp on a prediction of six 
more weeks of winter for German farmers.  
German settlers later brought the old belief with them to Pennsylvania, replacing the hedgehog with the more common 
American groundhog,  
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Alabama District Staff 

 

Roy & Anita Fosnight 

District  Directors 

 

Robert & Gail Brown  

Asst District Directors 

(Central) 

 

Ron & Corky Alexander 

Asst District Directors 

(South) 

 

Steven & Tammy 

Hollingsworth  

District Couple of 

The Year 

 

Jim & Carol Robinson 

District Educators 

 

Frank & Linda Teasley 

District Trainers 

 
Terry& Barbie Cleveland  

Motorcycle Awareness 

Directors 

________________ 

 

Region ñAò Staff 

 

Bob & Nancy Shrader 

Region Directors 

 

Ed Porter 

Asst Region Director 

 

Jim & Sue Jackson 

Asst Region Director 

 

Chuck & Ann Reed 

Region Educators 

 

Dave & Sharon Aikens 

Region Trainers 

 

Ray & Cindy Erickson 

Region Motorcycle 

Awareness 

 

       Roy & Anita Fosnight 
  Alabama District Directors 

             256-721-9151 

        Director@Alabama-

 
 

 Hi Folks, I am ready for SPRING; I am tired of the cold and the rain. I am 

ready to ride somewhere that is warm and dry. Anyone else ready to go let me know 

and we will find a place. 

 I would like to thank all who attended Snowball; we had a really good time in 

spite of the weather.  At Snowball we selected the new Alabama Couple of the Year. 

Lyn and Lynn Edwards did a great job, as usual, and we had three great couples. We 

had Billy and Maravene Stum from Chapter U, Ricky and Elaine Lackey from Chapter 

D, and Richard and Sue Chapman from Chapter B. I am glad that I donôt have to judge 

District because these Couples were all knowledgeable (I am glad I donôt have to an-

swer which of the 7 Dwarfs Anita reminds me of) and really entertaining (flash). Our 

judges were Jake and Joann Jacobs, Region A Treasurers and Former 2007 - 2008 In-

ternational Couple of the Year, Bill & Betty Livingston, Former District Directors for 

GA, and Ray & Cindy Erickson, Region A MAD and Former District Directors for 

AL. Our congratulations to all 3 couples and for the record, Richard and Sue Chapman 

are the new 2010 District Couple of the Year. They have already started on their jour-

ney and are doing a great job. We want to thank Steven and Tammy Hollingsworth, 

Region A Couple of the Year from Alabama, for helping with the Couple selection 

process. 

 We have 7 new chapter directors that took over their respective chapters in 

January. Thank you for stepping up and helping the members enjoy more friends for 

fun, safety and knowledge. 

 February is our training month and Frank and Linda have some really good 

things coming your way. There is a Horizonôs Class scheduled for the 6th and 7th, 

Chapter Leadership Skills on the 20th, and there is a new program that was introduced 

to all the trainers that went to Phoenix the week end of 8 Jan 2010. It is titled the Offi-

cerôs Certification Program and we will be giving three iterations, mid state, upper 

state, and lower state. The dates are tentative but will be close to, mid-state is sched-

uled for 27-28 Feb, upper state 17-18 April, and lower state 12-13 June. We need as 

many Directors and assistants to attend the program in their area as possible, if you 

cannot, then you are welcome to attend the one you can. The goal is for all of us to 

attend one of these sessions. If you have any questions please contact Frank and Linda 

Teasley, 205-424-4717 or email at teaswing@bham.rr.com. 

 Please remember that our Rally is coming fast and we will need attendees, 

door prizes, and HELP, not necessarily in that order. Please come to the Space and 

Rocket Center Marriott and play with us on 1 ï 3 April. This is not an April Foolôs 

joke!!! 

 Please remember that Freedom isnôt Free and remember our folks who are in 

Harmôs Way, be they Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen. 

 The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are probably thinking 

the same thing. 

P 

lease ride Safe and Often, 

Roy and Anita Fosnight 

AL District Directors 

mailto:teaswing@bham.rr.com
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Robert & Gail Brown 

Alabama Assistant District Direct    Central  
Asstdirector-central@alabama-gwrra.org   

                           205-680-2621 

   

 In spite of the threat of snow, we had a good turnout for the Snowball Rally 2010 in Prattville.  We had complete 
use of the Doster Community Center and were able to have everything at one location. 

 Alabama 2009 ñITò went to a new home with Alabama Chapter B in Huntsville, they were drawn from all the 

chapters that participated.  Congratulation to them and we look forward to seeing 2009 ñITò around the Rally and Fun 
day circuit. 

 2010 Alabama ñITò started its journey with a trip home with Alabama Chapter S in Russellville.  Chapter Direc-

tors Mark & Vicky Swindle got to take IT home with them to share with the members for a few weeks before IT moves 

on to ITôs next chapter.  Remember to take pictures for ITs scrapbook and send updates on ITôs whereabouts and adven-
tures to the Alabama Webmaster. 

 If you donôt know by now the National Championship trophy resides in Tuscaloosa at the University of Ala-

bama.  Coach Saban, his staff and players are to be congratulated for their hard work and dedication.  This was not ac-
complished by one coach or any one player.  The coaches and the players worked as a team to claim this prize.  The 

same system works for most everything we do, our work, lives and GWRRA.  The Officers Certification Program or as 

you may hear it referred to (OCP) has been rolled out by the home office in Phoenix to bring everyone together as one 
team.. One game plan.  Frank and Linda Teasley our District Trainers will begin teaching these classes in February 2010.  

These classes are for Region, District and Chapter Directors and their assistants.  But will be open to any of the member-

ship that would like to attend. We believe that this class will be packed with great info for our groupsô leaders and mem-

bership; we are looking forward to taking this class and being part of this program to better the future of GWRRA.  
Watch the District website for specific dates and times. 

 We are looking forward to the District Rally in April. If we can do anything or answer any questions please give 

us a call. 
Robert & Gail Brown ï ADDôs Central Alabama 

ñThe more you know the better it getsò    

Region "A" Directors  

Bob & Nancy Shrader 

352-668-3164   

                      regiondirector@gwrra-regiona.org 

 The various District officer meetings were held throughout January and were quite successful by all measures.  
Members of the Region "A" staff attended each and reported them to be both informative and enjoyable.  We thank the 

members of the various Chapter staffs who attended these meetings.  While some business functions can be dry, we 

found the presentations that Nan and I attended to be well worth the time invested; they were instructed in a ñfunò as 
well as educational format. 

  The Florida Chapter Conference was held over the weekend of January 9th and 10th in Kissimmee.  This was Bill 

and Ginaôs first Conference since being appointed District Director in Florida.  Nan and I found the Florida event to be 

very enjoyable while imparting lots of good information.  A nice seated lunch was served to the attendees on Saturday 
afternoon and everyone seemed to have a great time while taking care of some important business.  Several new Chapter 

officers were appointed and some changes were made in the Florida District staff as well with long-time District Ride 

Educators Joe and Jan Mazza taking on the new role of Assistant District Director while Don and Judy Danbury take 
over the District Rider Educators position.  We congratulate Bill, Gina and the Florida District staff for a great job in 

meeting the expectations of GWRRA during their Chapter Conference. 

mailto:lingwing@adelphia.net
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Members of the Region "A" staff attended each and reported them to be both informative and enjoyable.  We thank the 

members of the various Chapter staffs who attended these meetings.  While some business functions can be dry, we 

found the presentations that Nan and I attended to be well worth the time invested; they were instructed in a ñfunò as 
well as educational format. 

 The Florida Chapter Conference was held over the weekend of January 9th and 10th in Kissimmee.  This was Bill and 

Ginaôs first Conference since being appointed District Director in Florida.  Nan and I found the Florida event to be very 

enjoyable while imparting lots of good information.  A nice seated lunch was served to the attendees on Saturday after-
noon and everyone seemed to have a great time while taking care of some important business.  Several new Chapter offi-

cers were appointed and some changes were made in the Florida District staff as well with long-time District Ride Edu-

cators Joe and Jan Mazza taking on the new role of Assistant District Director while Don and Judy Danbury take over 
the District Rider Educators position.  We congratulate Bill, Gina and the Florida District staff for a great job in meeting 

the expectations of GWRRA during their Chapter Conference. 

  The Georgia District officerôs meeting was also held on the 9th in Forsyth, GA hosted by Carlos and Dee Lozano.  
Nan and I were not able to attend because of the conflict with the Florida meeting but ARD Jim and Sue Jackson at-

tended and reported a highly successful meeting.  This was Carlos and Deeôs first officer meeting in their capacity as 

District Director and they were assisted by their able Georgia District staff.  The format of the meeting was new this year 

and proved to be very effective.  Thanks go out to Carlos, Dee and the Georgia District staff for their hard work in behalf 
of their GWRRA members. 

  Over the weekend of January 16th-17th Nan and I attended the Mississippi District officer meeting at the Lake 

Tiak óO Khata Resort near Louisville, MS.  While it was a long drive from Central Florida, the trip was well worth it.  
Gregg and Pat Harbison hosted a fantastic event, lasting a day and a half.  There was lots of great food and the Missis-

sippi District staff did their best to make the time spent worthwhile.  We took the car because of the distance and weather 

(it was cold and raining the entire weekend) and were sure glad we did.  We were particularly pleased with the positive 
and enthusiastic attitudes on display by the various chapter staffs.  Our thanks to all the participants and to Gregg and Pat 

and their staff for a great officers meeting. 

  As most of you are currently aware, the Home Office has developed and implemented a new Officer Certifica-

tion Program.  This program was developed by the National Division of Leadership Training.  All Chapter and Assistant 
Chapter Directors, District and Assistant Directors along with Regional and Assistant Directors must successfully attend 

and become certified to hold office.  The idea behind this is to ensure that GWRRA Chapters, Districts and Regions are 

lead by the best-trained men and women for the betterment of all aspects of GWRRA.  If the Chapters, Districts and Re-
gions are lead by well-trained officers, things will run smoother and the members at each level will enjoy the experience.  

The Districts are already setting up training dates for the Officer Certification Program for their Chapters.  Members of 

the Region "A" staff will be getting certified in February.  We ask that you all approach this with a positive outlook; itôs 

going to be fun and informative so letôs take pride in becoming Certified Officers.  Thanks in advance for your coopera-
tion! 

  Lastly, if you have not yet submitted your Chapter and District financial reports, please due so as they were due 

on February 1st.   If there is some extenuating problem, please let us know ASAP. 
  

 We hope to see you at a GWRRA event soon, 

  Bob & Nan 

Membership Enhancement 
This is just a friendly reminder about renewing your membership to GWRRA.  It can easily slip up and pass by quickly 

without realizing it.  I found our renewal paperwork to send  in to GWRRA under some papers on a desk where it had 
been read and I had put a side to later and forgotten.  If your not sure when yours is due or if you think it might have 

passed  ð-you can check with Greg Murphy who will be glad to look your date up.  Being a member of GWRRA allows 

you access to Wing World, Gold Book and discounts to various products, such as, Travel Now, Metrotek Learning, 
AFLAC Insurance, OfficeMax, AmeriPlan, and Life Lock. 

 

Friends for Fun, Safety, and Knowledge 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 Chapter Meet 

Front Porch Res 

6:00 to eat 

7:00 to meet 

6 Dinner  & 

Movie-CH16C 

4:00 
 
Horizons Class 

7 8 9 Marvin & 

Lillie Henry            

10 11Chapter Visi-

tation-Z-Prattville  

RBC Bank-4:30 

12 13 

14Robert & 

Linda Martin          
15 16 17 18 19 Jeri Dunkin                          

Mike Meyers                         

20 Game Night 

Sally Murphyôs 

House-5:00 
 
Leadership Skills 

Class 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 James & 

Sandra Smothers     

28       

February 2010 

This Monthôs Ride Guide: Sally Murphy (March) Charles Rains, (April) Roger Lucas, 

(May) James & Jeri Dunkin, (June) Danny Mullenix, (July) Roy Beall, (August) Jackie Ratliff 

(September) Paul Rhinehart, (October) Sherry Rose, (November) Larry & Debra Hughen, 

(December) Kaye Jaggers 
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Bama Wings 

P. O. Box 681 

Moundville Alabama 35474 

Don & Tammy Arns 

12349 County Line Road 

Moundville  Alabama 35474 


