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In this issue of our newsletter we are
taking this opportunity to remember a
great friend and | e
Christian. He and his wife, Debra, made
quite an impact on The Gold Wing Road
Riders Association. To do this, several of
their friends have written down memories
of him.

As we write our article with the
Holiday Season upo  nex Chapier Meeting
: us, our thoughts and  chiisimas Party
prayers go out to Deb and Hadley for the loss of a wonderful hus Phelps Center
and father and to all of us W waemelonRoad a
Christian. (Just past Public)
| had the pleasure of meeting Worm 13 years ago when | [ December 6, 2009
chased my first Gold Wing. Worm led me on my very first ride wif 2pm-5pm
GWRRA and Chapter J. We rode to Decatur on a Saturday morning. |
dohoyght to myself, this guy is crazy. I
tire is touching the ground. Now you have to remember, | was not an experienced rider
my comfort speed was about 45 mph. We arrived at our destination where | won a set
tires. From that very first ride with Worm, | knew that | wanted to be involved with Chap
ter J and GWRRA. That was a great day.

Worm was State Director at the first Rally that | attended. At this Rally, | discovert
my first lovei chrome. | bought more than | could carry home. When Deb realized that
Special Svent Ceordinators - had way too much chrome to carry on the bike, she came up and said that they would |
Larry & Debra Hughen happy to carry it home by car. Of course this happened before | met Diane. She was nt
sheriff Boyos Rantheretoraming:me when you ride the bikgou can only buy a few pieces at a time. Once
- 2053712910 we got home, Deb volunteered Worm to put the chrome on my new bike. After it was a

apter J Traditions . ~

done, Worm said, Ait |l ooks good for sol
Johnny & Jean Koontz  You see, Worm would always joke with me.
Baxter & Wanda Pate We shared many laughs at our Chapter Christmas party where Worm would play
Roy & Diane Beall Santa. He kept us all in happy tears. He was the best Santa ever.

Van & Peggy Kelly Diane and | write this in memory of our friend, Worm, who will always remain in
Larry & Pat Davis (X2) our hearts.
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He loved to ride that blue Gold Wing, but as much as he loved that motorcycle; | believe he loved

the fellowship more. Ken Christian never met a stranger. He would introduce himself as "Worm".
Although | always called him "Ken", | respected him for the fun he had with that nick name. He did-

nét mind people kidding him, because he could f
was always quick to point it out to them.

We kidded each other about the color of our motorcycles. He called mine a Gold/Brown a mud
color, and | called his bike a "washed out blue". Secretly | really liked the color of his bike, and I felt
it suited him. After all, it went good with Debbd

Ken always had a color matched Bush Tech Trailer behind his bike. We told the other Chapters that

t he Deal ership hooked the trailer to his bike,
was, he carried supplies to all the Chapters around the state, and all of us benefitted from him being
willing to operate a delivery service. While he
| was not too surprised when he accepted the State Directors job. However, when he asked Pat and

| to be the GWRRA State Secretary; that did come as a surprise. He was very careful to pick his

staff from various other chapters around the state. He wanted every chapter to be represented. We
were honored to work with him, and enjoyed riding with him. He was very organized, and he trav-

eled all over the state to attend chapter meetings and events.

We had some long staff meetings at times, but Ken found a way to
make them fun. His personality, and leadership ability really came
through.

Christmas was a special time for Ken. He loved the "get-to-gathers".
| asked him to be the "Dirty Santa" at our Chapter J Christmas party.
He did such a great job. He had so much fun that it became a ritual
for Chapter J for many years to come. | remember the second yeatr,
he rented a Santa suit, and really put on a show. | believe a lot of
people came to the party just t
Ken could be counted on to show up at any event regardless of the
weather. | remember riding with him and his father-in-law, Joe Sell-
ers to the Snowball Run in Montgomery. This was one of the coldest
that | could remember. We kidded each other on the C.B. radio all
the way to Montgomery as we pointed out slick ice spots to each |
other. We tried to convince each other that we were not cold. That
this was just another good day for riding a motorcycle.

| like to think that if there are Gold Wing motorcycles available in heaven; Ken and Joe are riding

them together. Joe preceded Ken in death by several years. We never know when our time on this

pl anet earth wild.l be over. That 6s why "ham thdveay e t
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." John 14:6 . What we de-

cide about Jesus is very important.

Larry And Pat Davis
0000000000 -

When Ken first joined Chapter J, it was a while before we actually met him. | kept hearing about
Ken being a real friendly and talkative guy. Then | would hear about this guy called "worm". | finally



asked who is Worm? | was informed you know.....Ken. It still took me some time to put the two to-
gether as the same person.

Ken worked two jobs, a day job and then some nights and most weekends he worked at Red Lob-
ster. Our Chapter met on Friday nights and he wasn't able to attend many Chapter meet-
ings. When he was put up for a State Staff position some of us "oldies" were a little apprehen-
sive. We thought he doesn't know anything about GWRRA or the workings of a Chapter. How
could he hold a State position and be successful? Wel-I-I-I-I-I-I Ken proved himself more than ca-
pable and made us all proud of him and the fact that he was from our Chapter.

Ken liked to tell everyone that the first time that Deb saw him she said she was going to marry
him. She did just that. Ken was so-0-0 proud of "his girls”, Deb and Hadley. He loved to talk about
them and show them off. He was so proud of how beautiful Hadley grew up to be.

We believe that Joe welcomed Ken to his heavenly home and they both have the best wings of all
now; and that they will be waiting to welcome the rest of us "Wingers" too. Ken will be missed by
his family and everyone who knew and loved him.

Diane and Larry Lewis
00000000000000

Ladies and Gentl emen | have so0o many precic
that | could absolutely write a book. Of course there are some absolutely hysteric ones that | ju
couldn't put in print for various reasons. But if you see me smiling and looking off in space | an
probably thinking of one of those hysteric
AWor mo was a very unique individual with a s
ity was pretty much always up eat and something was always brewing in that mind of his wheth
riding his blue Wing with Bushtec trailer or just idling time somewhere. His laugh was contagious
and genuine as could be and if you were fortunate to hear the laugh it would always bring a
smile to your face.

My first meeting with AWor mo was in the-MIat
Chapter had a ride to the Bear Bryant Museum and after the tour we stopped at the Red Lobster
| unch and | ow and behold our server was @ Wol

i nstantly warmed up to fiwWormo and enjoyed hi
pressour AAEM group was that AWor mo took our orde
never wrote a thing down on a order pad. We all joked about it when we realized he never wrote ar
thing down and we began to comment on what we might get for lunch that day. To our surprisi
when the food came out fAWormo was at the hee
by several servers and he would take each order and place it in front of the person that ordered it :
to our complete amazement and delight each serving was correctly placed. WOW! That really in
pressed us country pumkins from South Alabama and we talked about that for years after. Oh by 1
way, at that time

AWor mo didn't have a Gold Wing, but he wal ke
have one in the near future and that he did a 1990 Blue Gold Wing with a matching Bushtec trailer.



In 1997 we all headed out to Billings, Montana for Wing Ding and some good times. During our stay
in Billings, AWor m, 0 Deb, Sue and myself de
rolled out on July 4 for the ride. A few days before there was a summer snow storm on the Pass an
just opened up for traffic the day we decided to ride. Well, as you can image there was plenty ¢
snow piled up on each side of the Pass road and much of it was over our heads. We found a plac
pull over and we played in the snow for a while
enjoyed it as much as one can enjoy snow in
Since | had lived in snow country as a young lad, |

obligated to show iWor B p e
instrument and write your initials in the snow w :

yell ow i nk. A smil e cal I i
he seen AJJO in the wh- dn'
just write his init.i e n
a funny thing happened in the process. He ran oi o I A ;

yellow ink after he S d h
got a chance to finlsh ' 1 g h

that for days. We never let the girls in on the even
and that made that moemotyevehi mgranaofl astiigl
this day!

In 1992 when the Alabama Rally was held in Huntsville, a number of us was sitting in the Lounge
area of the local hotel at the rally site with music playing and we all was enjoying some fellowshiy

and drinking our Col as. During the various W
had provided some dance entertainment in his past for some lady entertainment at a couple of est
l i shments. Of course when the | adies heard t
for them right then and there. Naturally sin

jumped up on a table and begin to gyrate and bump and a few pieces of his cloths started to come
and that's about all | can say about that evening except he proved to the ladies present that he was
of entertainment. [ n e v e r-Fodnader a 6WRRA)Haee thab o |
night and to this day she still talks about that evening. | know I'll never forget it!

|

Friends, that's jJjust a few of the dear memo
throughout the years and as | mentioned earlier | could write a book about this dear friend that n
only me, but many folks will miss in the coming years. My most sincere condolences to Deb an
Hadl ey and the Christian Family for your | os
Warmest Regards,

Jim and Sue Jackson

Event Tracker

Sally and | would like to wish all of you a Christ filled Merry Christmas. We hope that all will cherish this
time with you friends and family.

November brought us some great weather so that we could get in some good rides.

On November 7th we rode to Hickory Land B&wQue. Calvin and Virgie Corkrin led us up 69 to Jasper. We
were able to watch the first half of the Alabama Football Game while enjoying our food. We returned vie
Highway 18 then 43.



On November 14th our destination was Down Yonder in Pickensville. This as in the past this proved to be
one of our favorites. We all enjoyed the food and fellowship.

On November 21st we participated in Chapter ASO0s
We really did not know what to expect. We met the ride at Cowboy Gas Station in Moulton. Escorted by the
Al abama State Troopers and the Morgan County She
a boydébs home in much need of assistance. Many of
the one of our ride each year. Larry and Debra Hughen have volunteered to help promote this ride each yea

Don6ét forget the events this mont h:

On December 5th is the Eldridge Childrends Home
and ride straight up to Eldridge.

December 6th is our annual Christmas Party. It will be frena? the Mary Phelps Center on Watermelon

Road (just past Publicbds Store). Everyone is as
the meat, rolls and tea. If one wants to drink something other than tea, bring it. We will, as in the past, have
Dirty Santa attending. Men bring a manods gift an

them to open.
Come ride with us

Greg and Sally Murphy
Assistant Chapter Directors

THE SAFETY SPOT

TOPIC: | t 6s Al | About the Traction

We turned the calendar to December and, suddenly, winter was here! The signs of winter were everywhere
the cold temperatures, snow flurries, freezing rain, and ice on puddles. In winter we see the most driving
problems (accidents and spin outs) when conditions include freezing rain and black ice. It does not mattel
that we are driving our fouwheeled vehicles. When the road surface is icy, traction is greatly reduced. So
when there is ice on the road, the best thing to do is stay home. If you have to drive in icy conditions, go
slowly and smoothly. No, check that. Go VERY slowly, and VERY smoothly!

As we know from our motorcycle training, when we lose traction, we lose braking and steering control of

our vehicle. The same applies to a car. Even with four tires on the ground, it is easy to lose control of a vehi:
cle on ice. To increase traction in icy conditions, look for surfaces with more texture. This can be the un-
paved shoulder of the road where gravel can provide more resistance to sliding and skidding tires. Crusty
snow gives more traction, too. This can sometimes be present in the center of the lane (the middle track
where tires seldom crush and pack it down. Almost any surface provides better traction than ice! If you have
the choice to drive on ice or another surface, try to move your veimethlyonto the other surface.

Keep in mind that accelerating, braking and steering inputs should all be made smoothly to maintain traction
and control of your vehicle. Use a light touch on the accelerator. You will not be able to accelerate rapidly
on ice anyway, so just plan to keep speeds down. With the limited traction available on ice, stepping on the
gas will just cause tire spin. Give yourself plenty of time slow down before entering curves, and maintain a
steady speed through the turn.



you loses control and goes into a spin. That space can give you room to maneuver and time to react so yc
can avoid a collision.

Consider using your emergency flashers for added conspicuity and to warn others of the problem. They
might not be as aware of the conditions as you are. As always, it is important to scan aggressively all aroun
you for hazards and other drivers who might lose control. Think constantly about your best escape route o
your reaction to various situations that might arise. Keep alert to your safest options.

Learn how your vehicle handles on ice in an empty icy parking lot. It is important to see and feel how it re-
acts when you are traveling at low speed and step on the brake or turn the wheel. It will be different than
driving on dry pavement. By learning how it behaves, you are better prepared to take the right action in a
surprise situation on the road. Just like a motorcycle training class, you want to practice in a safe space. An
remember, iItdos all about the traction!

This is more about driving a car still good information.

| would like to thank all of you for your prays and thoughts during the loss of my father. Your presents
helped us get thought this time.

RIDE SAFE, SEE YOU OUT THERE

Danny Mullenix, Chapter Educator

Alabama District Directors

Remember, the Officers Conference will follow the Snowball activities according to
schedule. All CDs, ACDs and Chapter Rider Educators are expected to attend (All oth-
ers are welcome).See you there! We'll do financial reports Friday evening if you can be

there!
Hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving with family and friends. Roy has been hunting and having a good
time relaxing for a week.

The Couple of the Year get together in October turned out to be very informative and a good learning experi
ence for all who attended. Thank you to Lyn and Lynn for the fun time.

Welcome to Snowball 2010 at Doster Community Center in Prattville. We will do the 2010 Couple of the
Year selection first thing in the morning and then there will be games, door prizes, awards and more. You w
receive a free year bar and the Snowball head p
We have received several good pin designs for the rally and are looking forward to seeing everyone at Sno
ball. Come on down and start the year off with you GWRRA family and friends.

At Snowball we will need everyone's financial statements. We would like to do as many as we can on Friday
night, so if you can be there please let us know. While you are there Friday, you can help us decorate or sta

around and |l augh at wus. The Al abama Officero6s co
in Prattville as well . Al CD6s, ACDO6s and Rider
i ng. For you CD6s, the financial report and Cha

CDs, we will try to complete as much of the packets as possible.



It seems that everyone has enjoyed IT in 2009; well guess what, we are bringing
IT back in 2010. It will be a new IT. We will announce at Snowball who gets to
start the year off with IT.

We would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The Holiday season is for us, the most fun time of the year. We are blessed with
our families being close and getting to see eyes light up on Christmas morning,
we wish all of you that same joy.

Please remember that Freedom isn't Free and remember our folks who are ir
Harm's Way, be they Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen.

The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are probably thinking the
same thing.

Please have a safe and fun Christmas and New Year.
Please Ride Safe and Often,
Roy and Anita Fosnight

Alabama Assistant District Director

Gail and | would like to take this time to wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas and joyous New Year. Hopefully it will be a time to relax
with friends and family and just enjoy the season.

Weswantitq again thank all the members that make this such a great
organization to be associated with. The Snowball Rally is Jantiary 9

i n Prattville. Dondt forget that
with one of the Chapters that IT visited and we will be getting 2010 IT
started on | Tds journey with the

We hope to see you there. All the info for the Snowball Rally is on the
District website.

If there are any chapters changing Directors or staff let us know. We
will be doing the paperwork and financial reports at Snowball. The
forms are in the Officers Guide book. Please call one of us if you have
any questions.

Once again Merry Christmas and hope to see you all at Snowball.

Robert & Gail Brown Al abama ADDG¢
AThe more you know the better it get:c




ALITTLE THIS AND THAT

Goofy Fred took a friend driving on a narrow mountain ro
scared whenever y ou go around one of t ho
AThen do what | do, 0 said Fred, f#ficlose your eyes. 0

0000000000600

There was a little old lady who was nearly blind. She had three sons and they wanted to prove which one we
the best son to her.

So son #1 bought her a-t®@om mansion thinking this would surely be the best any of them could offer her.
Son #2 bought her a beautiful Mercedes with a chauffeur included thinking he would surely win her approval
Son #3 had to do something even better than these so he bought her a trained parrot. This parrot had been
trained for 15 years to memorize the entire Bible. You could mention any verse in the Bible and the parrot
could quote it word for word. How useful his nearly blind mother would find that!

Well, the old lady went to the first son and said, "Son, the house is just gorgeous but it's really much too big
for me. | only live in one room, and it's much too large for me to clean and take care of. | really don't need th:
house, but thank you anyway."

Then she explained to her second son, "Son, the car is beautiful, it has everything you could ever want on it,
but I don't drive and | really don't like that driver, so please return the car."

Next, she went to son number three and said, "Son, | just want to thank you for that thoughtful gift. The
chicken was small, but delicious.”

000000000060 -
A lawyer was crosgxamining the doctor about whether or not he had checked the pulse of the deceased be-
fore he signed the death certificate.
"No," the doctor said. "I did not check his pulse.”
"And did you listen for a heartbeat?" asked the lawyer.

"No | did not," the doctor said.

"So," said the lawyer, "when you signed the death certificate, you had not taken steps to make sure he was
dead."

The doctor said, "Well, let me put it this way. The man's brain was in a jar on my desk but, for all I know, he
could be out practicing law somewhere."



December 200

0O me

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 Eldridge chil-
drendés H
NPCC-10:00
Larry Hughen
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Christmas Party Sharon Key
Phelps Center 25
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Merry |G irony
Christmas
27 28 29 30 31
Diane Lewis Deb Christian | James Dunkin
John Hall

Ride Guide This Mont#Kaye and Lehman Jaggers
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